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Rare jallikattu hero stone found

Professor Mohan Gandhi'and
his team with the hero stone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vellore

ADDING evidence to the claim that the jallikat-
tu tradition originated centuries ago, Tamil
department professors from Sacred Heart Col-
lege have unearthed a rare stone depicting a
jallikattu hero in Tirupattur. In recent months,
the professors have stumbled upon many hero
and heroine stones in and around Tirupattur.

Professor Mohan Gandhi described the stone
as a rare finding in the State as only few such
stones of gallantry have been found. Most of
the stones so far have come from the districts
of Tiruvannamalai and Salem areas, where
bull sport could have originated hundreds of
years ago.

Professor Gandhi said the stone was found
in Ammanankoil village in between Tirupattur

and Natrampalli towns on a tank bund. The 4
feet by 4 feet stone shows a hero who has con-
quered a raging bull. Experts in the region, in-
cluding former government museum curator
Gandhi. who had assessed the stone have esti-
mated that this stone could belong to the Vijay-
anagar empire dating back to 15th century.

I,ocals unaware of its significance, however,
have been worshiping the stone by naming the
hero as ‘Potharaja’. Annual festivals are also
being held for this hero in the village.

With the inscriptions on the stone blurred,
the details about the hero is unknown. But he
is seen wearing jewels in his hands and holds a
whip to control the bull. On his hip, he sports a
sword. The left hand is seen holding the horn
of the bull and one of his legs is placed on the
cow which seems to have been conguered.
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Hero Stones Belongmg to Pallava Era Found Near Tirupattur

by V NarayanaMurthi

Vellore: Five hero-stones
believed to have belonged
to the Pallava period, dating
back nearly 1,400 years,
were discovered in Puliya-
nur village (bordering Vel-
lore, Tiruvannamalai and
Krishnagiri districts) by
Professor Appasamy Muru-
gaiyan of Paris University
and R Poongundran, a re-
tired assistant director of
State Department of Arche-
ology

'I‘wa of the five stones dis-
covered were damaged
while three had inscriptions
and pictorial depictions.

Over 1,000 hero-stones
have been discovered in the
Thenpennai river basin so
far, especially in Tirupattur,
Tiruvannamalai and Dhar-

mapuri belt. Tamil litera-
ture cites worship of these
hero-stones by the villagers
of the time and this practice
has waned over time, he
added.

According to Professor
Mohan Gandhi, head of de-

The stones speak
about the valour of
those who fought
and died protecting
cattle and they were
treated as heroes,
said Prof Gandhi

. e

partmentof Tamil attached
to the Sacred Heart College,
the Thenpennai river basin
in Dharmapuri and Krish-

Tha axpluratinn tnam with tha hem stones that were discnunmd at Puﬂyanur near T!rupattur | EXPRESS

nagiri districts during the
Pallava period would have
been land fit for cattle-graz-
ing and it was common for

villagers and small king-

doms to fight-ovemeaitle
ownership. Those who

fought and died protecting

cattle weretrealed-as-heroes

and memorial-stones in

their honour were erected
during the time.

Poongundran cites the
reason for there being more
hero-stones in the northern
districts as the northern re-
gion had vast stretches of
land suitable for cattle-graz-
ing and people depended on
cattle for their survival. In
the south, agriculture was
more developed due to the
availability of abundant wa-
ter resource.

Some villagers have de-
stroyed these hero-stones
when untoward incidents or
natural calamities occurred.
Superstitions and a lack of
awareness are the cause of
a wealth of information
about the ancient people be-
ing lost, Poongundran la-
mented: The team appealed
to the State government, to
take steps to protect these
hero-stones and document

their historical importance
as artefact. Saravanan, the
Vellore government muse-
um curator said, around 22
hero stones unearthed in
Vellore and Tiruvannamalai
districts were preserved in
the museum. These stones
belong to Pallava and Na-
ickar periods and are be-
lieved to be 400 years to
1,400 years old. Some of
these stones have inscrip-
tions on how the heroes
were killed in battle.

Gandhi said Murugaiyan
has been studying hero-
stones for ten years and
Poongundran too has been
at the forefront of this re-
search. Students and fac-
ulty members of Sacred
Heart College in Tirupattur
were also part of the archae-
ological team.




THE NEW

NDIA!
EXPRESS

CHENNAT « FRIDAY « SEPTEMBER R, 2017 ¢ T3.00 « PAGES 16 o VICLLORE 1] MTIHON

More ‘hero’ stones of past centuries unearthed in Tirupattur regior

one depicting a deity on the front and inscriptions in Tamil about donation of
d and gold on the rear side, which was unearthed in Javadhi hills | express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vellore

A group of teachers attached to
the department of Tamil at Sa-
cred Heart college in Tirupattur
have stumbled upon more ‘hero’
stones, which they opine could
belong to mid Chola period (tenth
century), in the nearby villages.
Professor Mohan Gandhi along
with his friend Prem Anand, an
archeologist from Chengam,
have identified three ‘hero’
stones and scores of axes made
of stone in Pazhangkottai village
in Javadhi hills near Jamnamar-
athur, Gandhi said that the stones
were identified in the middle of
farmlands in the village. Unlike

other hero stones in the regiﬂn.
which are believed to have been
worshipped by certain tribes.
these stones have been left un-
touched and not cared for. The
first hero stone 1s 3 ft high and 4
ft broad. If has a soldier holding
a dagger with his right hand. The
second and the third stones also
have a soldier each with a bow
and dagger. “'There 1s no inscrip
tion on these stanes, but going by
the stone structure, images and
the details ol Lhe soldiers, we are
eressinge thal these stones belong
to theomud Chola period,” Gandhi

LA

Not tar away irom these stones’

unearthing spot, under a 200-vear

old tamarind tree, scores of small
stone axes were also found. These
instruments appear to belong to
the Neanderthal period and could
have been used for hunting pur-

There are no inscriptions on
Q these stones, but going by

the stone structure, images
and the details of the

soldiers, we are guessing
that these stones belong to
the mid Chola period

Professor Mohan Gandhi

poses. The villages also con
tained debris of stone structures
In many places and the team of

researchoers have suggested hiat
the archeological department
could undertake a detailed study
to unearth many more details
about the region’s past history

Dr A Prabhu and his colleague
S Sivachandrakumar of the same
department have identified a
stone inseription partially bured
aon the banks of an irrieation
Lank in Thammalerimuthur near
Jolarpet. The duo said that the
mscriptions in Tamil suggest
that 1l could date back up ta 1,100
VOIS

The professors received 1mfor-
mation about the stone inserip-
tion from a friend and had subse-
quently visited the spot recentlv
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Stone inscription in Tamil found near Jolarpet
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It was partially buried on the banks of a waterbody in Thammalerimuthur

“Two faculty members of Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur, have come across astone inscription, which

was partially buried on the banks of a waterbody in Thammalerimuthur near Jolarpet. The
inscriptions in Tamil suggest that it could date back to 1,100 years.

A Prabu and . Sivachandrakumar, assistant professors in the Department of Tamil of Sacred Heart

~lere informed by a colleague of a stone inscription at Thammalerimuthur. “We visited the
spot two days ago. The stone was about six foot tall, and it was partially buried on the banks of a
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waterbody. The statue of ‘Kottravai, a deity, was found sculpted in the front, while the rear had the
inscription in Tamil,” Mr. Prabu said.

On studying the inscription, the faculty members said it spoke about donation of land and gold. It also
mentions the word “Kazhanju,” which was a unit of measurement for gold, he added.

He said that the stone had dotted inscriptions. “Based on the design of letters and writing method, we
think the stone could belong to the 10th century AD,” he said.

“We were able to look at the inscription on the stone that was above the land. A small part of the
inscription was damaged and we were not able to decipher it. The Archaeological Survey of India
should take steps to study the stone inscription,” he said.

Printable version | Nov 10,2017 2:49:12 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-
nadu/stone-inscription-in-tamil-found-near-jolarpet/article19632640.ece

© The Hindu
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A group of teachers attached to
the department of Tamil at Sa-
cred Heart college in Tirupattur
have stumbled upon more ‘hero'
stones, which they opine could
belong to mud Chola period (tenth
century), in the nearby villages.
Professor Mohan Gandhi along
with his triend Prem Anand, an
archeologist lrom Chengam,
have identilicd three ‘hero’
stones and scoves of axes made
of stone in Pazhangkottai village
in Javadhi hidls near Jamnamar
athur. Gandhisaid that the stones
were dentified in the middle of
farmlands in the village Unlike

other hero stones In the region,
whieh ae helievied to have been
warshipped by certain tribes,
these stones have been left un
touched and not cared for The
first hero stope s 3 £t high andd
it broad 11 has o soldier holding
adagger with his right hand The
second and the third stones also
nave a soldiery ecaoeh with a how
and dagger “'here 1S no nserip-
flon on these stones, but going hy
the stone structure, images and
thoe detuds ol The soldiers, we are
gressng thid fhese stones belong
Lo Ehe e Choluepertod " Gaawdhi
S ITH

NOLTar away rom these stones’
unearthing spot. under a 200-year
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More ‘hero’ stones of past centuries unearthed in Tirupattur regior

old tamarind tree, scores of small
slone axes were also found. These
instruments appear to belong to
the Neanderthal period and could
live been used for hunting pur

There are no inscriptions on
these stones, but going by
the stone structure, images
and the details of the
soldiers, we are guessing
that these stones belong to
the mid Chola period

Protessor Mohan Gandhi

pases ‘The villages also con
taitned debris of stone structures
in many places and the team of
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researchoers have suggested it 1 e
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